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THE ENGLISH SCENE 


The English Scene. (A. & C. Black. 7s. 6d.) 

Fly Fishing. By VISCOUNT GREY OF FALLODON. Revised Edition, 
with Wood Engravings by Eric FITCH DAGLISH. (Dent. 
10s. 6d.) 

Foxhunting, By SiR CHARLES FREDERICK and others. 
Lonsdale Library. Vol. VII.) (Seeley, Service. 25s.) 

Enchantments of the Field. By H. A. BRYDEN. (Seeley, Service. 
15s.) 

The Folklore Calendar, By GEORGE LoNG. (Philip Allan. 12s. 6d.) 

Rambles in Britain’s Birdland. By OLIVER G. PIKE. (Herbert 
Jenkins. 7s. 6d.) 


(The 


So various is the country scene, yielding to each man 
different knowledge and pleasures, that in a single stretch 
of it the bulk of all that is described in these volumes 
might be noted at some time or other throughout the year. 

Beside the river sits Viscount Grey, as deeply attentive 
to the employment of his quiet days as of his grave 
Ministerial ones. ‘‘ Some great events, some angling crisis, 
there will have been during the day. . . . But very pleasant 
the evening is in the hot bright weather of June. I am 
often ashamed to think how much passes unnoticed in the 
actual excitement of angling, but the general impression of 
light and colour, and surroundings is not lost . . . is found 
there at the end of the day like a blessing given by great 
bounty to one who was too careless at the time to deserve 
it.’ Behind the writer of that the shade of Walton seems 
to stand. Still glides the stream... . 

Meanwhile, not so far distant maybe, Mr. Oliver Pike is 
rowing out in search of a grebe’s nest on the impulse of a 
dream the night before. ‘‘I had two strange dreams ; in 
the first I discovered the rare nest I wanted so much, under 
my dining-room table! The bird was one of the most 
gorgeous birds I ever saw, far more wonderful than any- 
thing in real life. The dream faded, and in the second I 
saw the nest in a certain spot on the lake.’’ The next day 
he entered his boat again, ‘‘ and rowed straight to the spot 
I had seen so clearly in my second dream. When I parted 
the reeds I saw to my surprise that there was a nest... .”’ 

The sound of violin music steals to where the angler 
and bird-watcher sit silently alert by lake and stream. It 
leads us to an old garden, and there, peeping over the wall 
we see ‘‘ the white costumes and gay ribbons of the Morris 
dancers flit in and out between the rich greenery and the 
brighter tints of the flower beds,’ while Mr. William 
Bampton fiddles for the troupe he leads, which has a 
continuous history for five hundred years. 

Summer passes; the leaves fall from the trees; and 
those monuments of the past life of this country stand the 
more elearly revealed, the watermill, tithe barn, moot hall, 
the pound—all those that are so admirably reproduced here 
in ‘‘ The English Scene.”’ 

Now the air reverberates to the hunting horn, and Sir 
Charles Frederick and his “ field’’ of noble contributors 
come full cry through the brake in the seeming confusion of 
haste, but actually, though aglow with their sport, coolly 
occupied with some portion of their 350 pages of instinctive 
knowledge of the chase ; tradition, etiquette, procedure, so 
that at every one of the score of crises that face them while 
in our view they make instant decisions with the assurance 
of forethought. 

‘* Enchantments of the Field ’’ is a book somewhat akin, 
but that Mr. Bryden does not confine himself to England 
but deals with blood sports the world over. It is excellently 
written and the chapter on ‘‘ A Great West-Country Sports- 
man” is of particular interest to those who live about 
Exmoor. 

Viscount Grey’s ‘‘ Fly Fishing ’’ is a revised edition of 
the original volume. Two new chapters have been added, 





and it is illustrated by wood engravings by Eric Fitch 
Daglish. Altogether a beautiful as well as technical book, 
deserving a place next to Walton on the shelf. 

The dedication of Mr. Pike’s volume to a friend ‘in 
appreciation of many happy rambles we have had together 
in Britain’s birdland ”’ is an indication of its manner. No 
mere text-book, but easily written as though the reader 
were that friend. It is, in fact, a country ramble, with 
photographs that imply a world of patient watching. 

‘* The Folklore Calendar’ is a guide to all old English 
customs and revels, from their origins to their present forms 
of survival or revival—mummers, Morris dancers, gipsies, 
Druids. Not omitting the old practice of ‘‘ Shoeing the 
colt ’? which the reviewer himself underwent on the occasion 
of his first harvest when a farm-pupil. Needless to say, 
the ‘‘ shoeing’? was a prelude to provision of the where- 
withal for the drinking of one’s health! 

‘‘The English Scene’’ is another example of 
printing and picturesque photography. Several chapters 
have appeared as articles in the Times. It is not a guide 
to England’s architectural treasures, but to the history of 
her workaday life as told in wood and stone—the mills, 
turnpikes, canals, &c. A valuable record. 


good 


ADRIAN BELL. 


‘** THAT GREAT LEVIATHAN ” 


The Case for the Sea-Serpent. 


By LIEUTENANT-COMMANDER R. T. 
GOULD, R.N. (Retired). 


(Allan. 12s. 6d.) 


THE Sea-Serpent, having been summoned to show cause why 
he should not be banished, with the unicorn and the barnacle 
gooSe, to the limbo of legend, has retained Commander R. T. 
Gould for the defence, and is to be congratulated on his 


choice of counsel. Commander Gould wields a pleasantly 
pungent pen in controversy, and as shown by his great work 
on ‘‘ The Marine Chronometer,’’ he has a scientific turn of 
mind and an immense capacity for research. He has the 
further advantage of believing in his brief ; that is to say, 
he believes that, while very many reports of the ‘ Sea- 
Serpent ’’ are due to hallucination, mistake, or wilful false- 
hood, there do actually exist large marine creatures of a 
type or types not yet identified, but *‘ much resembling in 
outline and structure the Plesiosaurus of Mesozoic times.” 

Commander Gould puts in, in evidence, about thirty 
reports, dating from 1734 to 1923. These are given, wherever 
possible, in the actual words of the original observers, ex- 
tracted from sworn depositions, official reports, diaries, and 
letters. The authenticity and credibility of these reports, 
together with any collateral evidence, and the arguments of 
contemporary sceptics (ala quoted verbatim) are discussed 
and analyzed in a spirit of critical inquiry. Having called 
and examined his witnesses (who include eminent scientists 
and officers of the Royal Navy as well as merchant skippers, 
seamen, and travellers), Commander Gould proceeds to 
develop his own theory, and to answer (very ably) the more 
general objections such as that—so familiar in these days 
of detective fiction—What becomes of the body? 

Commander Gould probably would not claim that all his 
evidence is of equal value; but its cumulative strength is 
great, and the present reviewer at any rate is prepared to 
accept his contention that the test instances of the Dedalus, 
Valhalla, and Umfuli alone are sufficient to establish his 
case, unless we fall back on the highly unscientific assump- 
tion that an antecedent improbability, for which there is no 
valid argument, is sufficient to put the clearest positive 
evidence out of Court. Convinced or not, no candid reader 
can follow Commander Gould’s development of his case with- 
out interest and admiration. 


C. E, F. 
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THE WORLD IN THE LIBRARY 
island Builders of the Pacific. By WALTER IVENS. 

Service. 21s.) 

The Red Men of Nigeria. 

(Seeley, Service. 21s.) 
Exploring for Plants. By DAvID FAIRCHILD. (Macmillan, 21s.) 
Myths and Legends of the Australian Aboriginals, By W. RAMSAY 

SMITH. (Harrap. 21s.) 

Under the Red Star. By NORAH ROWAN-HAMILTON. 

Jenkins, 12s. 6d.) 

1 Sailed with Chinese Pirates. By ALEKO E. LILIUS. 

smith. 15s.) 

A Book of the Basques. By RODNEY GALLOP. 
THANKS to the enterprise of travellers, officials, missionaries, 
hunters, collectors, and field-anthropologists, one does not 
have to stir from one’s library, much less to circumnavigate 
the globe, to have a very comprehensive knowledge of the 
peoples, cultures, geographical features, and flora and fauna 
of the world. Here in one little issue of a publishing season 
is a batch of books, each by an expert in his subject or, at 
least, an eye or ear witness of the things described, to 
augment our knowledge and excite our interest. 

Mr. Ivens has taken for his subject an interesting people 
living on the coast of Big Mala in the Solomons or in vil- 
lages on islands in the lagoon between the mainland and 
the great reef which runs parallel to it, islands which they 
and their ancestors have built ; by raising mounds of coral 
blocks dropped from rafts on to shoals in the lagoon. Of 
this people and their culture, Mr. Ivens, who lived five 
months among them solely to cultivate their friendship and 
gain their confidence, gives us a very full account, They 
evidently represent an intruding patrilinear people, who 
long since came to Mala and intermarried with the matri- 
archal people they found there. 

Captain Wilson-Haffenden served in the Nasarawa 
Province of Nigeria, and his anthropological studies were 
confined principally to the ‘‘ Cow ’’ Fulani and the Kwottos, 
the former a pagan and nomadic branch of the Fulani who, 
though recognized by the settled Muslim Fulani as racially 
akin to them, are looked upon socially as Ishmaelites. Both 
Fulani and Kwottos are ‘‘ Hamitic”’ in racial origin, with 
a possible Semitic element, but the Kwottos having married 
more freely with the negro have departed most from the 
Hamitic type. Captain Wilson-Haffenden describes these 
people and their cultures, and stresses the difficulty which 
European administrators meet with when the immemorial 
rituals of native peoples are tampered with and their moral 
sanctions impaired. 

Mr. David Fairchild has compiled the present book from 
the notes of the Allison Vincent Armour Expeditions for the 
United States Department of Agriculture, 1925, 1926, 1927, of 
which he was a member. He describes visits to Malaya, 
West Africa, to Ceylon, Sumatra, and Java, for the purpose 
of collecting seeds and plants for acclimatization in the 
States. A very agreeable travel book, which incidentally 
emphasizes the happy position of the States, with their great 
range of soil and climate, in regard to the permanent acquisi- 
tion of tropical and sub-tropical plants. 

Dr. Ramsay Smith gives us a popular account of the 
myths and legends of the Australian blacks, illustrated with 
occasional references to their rites and customs. There is 
no attempt to demonstrate anything beyond the mind of the 
Australian as revealed in these legends and myths, which 
are told very attractively, but with here and there occasional 
intrusions of words and their ideas which it is difficult to 
associate with native Australian thought. For instance, in 
a tale of the Australian sun myth, the relator mentions 
the chariot of the sun ; but how an uncontaminated native 
could have envisaged a chariot it is difficult to imagine. 

Mrs. Rowan-Hamilton’s descriptions of Russia under 
Soviet rule are sombre without exaggeration, and it is 
patent throughout that she has endeavoured to understand 
the point of view of those who, in pursuit of an ideal, have 
orought upon the Russian people the squalor and hardship 
and suffering she observed. One of the most interesting of 
er impressions is that of the simplicity of Soviet marriage 
and divorce. Good, too, are her descriptions of art and 
literature in this new world, more foreign to us perhaps 
than any described in the books here dealt with. 


(Seeley, 


(Herbert 
‘Arrow- 


Macmillan. 15s. 


By CAPTAIN J. R. WILSON-HAFFENDEN-: 
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Mr. Lilius is an American journalist who sought copy 
and obtained it in a series of most amazing adventures 
among, the, Chinese pirates, with the leaders of whom he, 
nominally, +erlisted, and so saw the work of these river- 
bandits at first hand. Had he not given us in his foreword 
such references as may not be lightly dismissed, one might 
have imagined the book to be sheer romance. To renew 
touch with one of the chief pirates, which he had lost, Mr. 
Lilius secured conviction and imprisonment in Hong Kong, 
where he seems to have been the despair of Governor and 
warders, Many of his adventures were perilous in the 
extreme—three times at least he bluffed his way out of what 
looked like certain exposure and death—but he came away 
not only with a fairly complete story of the pirates and 
their methods, but also with a wonderful collection of 
photographs, 

Mr. Gallop has given us a really valuable account of the 
Basques and the Basque country. Treating his subject 
anthropologically, after a general introduction he deals with 
the people as if they were unknown, and he the first to spy 
out their land and their customs. The method is peculiarly 
effective, and might be applied to other peoples with advan- 
tage to our knowledge of them. Mr. Gallop makes a little 
too much perhaps of the ‘‘mystery”’ of the Basque survival; 
there are more peculiar and aboriginal peoples than they 
surviving into our own times, even in our own land ; what 
really distinguishes the Basques from all such is the survival 
of their language, with its curious philological implications. 
A very agreeable and interesting book. 

FRANK A. CLEMENT. 


CHRISTMAS BOOKS 


It is a relief to be able to give books at Christmas. It 
lightens the responsibility. For a book is not, like most 
potential offerings, a lonely object; it is collective, it is 
ubiquitous, it is easy to get, and you can guess the coun- 
tenance that will be shown it. Some like old friends with 
painted faces ; for these Messrs. Harrap have supplied one 
more Omar Khayyam, on yellow paper, handsomely illus- 
trated with houris. It should not be given to the hardened 
ritualist, for it contains both the first and the fourth edition 
of the poem, and this will put him out. Spirits a trifle bolder 
may be pleased with J. M. Dent’s reprint of ‘‘ Everyman,”’ 
‘*adorned with cuts.’’ Both are large volumes,.and each 
costs fifteen shillings, which is a handsome price for a book. 

No one should overlook the ‘ Annual” (Cobden- 
Sanderson, 7s. 6d.), a selection from the ‘* Forget-Me-Nots,”’ 
‘* Keepsakes,’’ and so on, of the nineteenth century ; a book 
so pretty and so rare that it hardly reckons as a book at 
all—it is an object of Vertu. No one could be so callous as 
to call them literature, the little tale, the ‘‘ moral song,”’ 
succeeding each other like stiff little flowers between ts 
pages. She%ley, Keats, Tennyson, presenting their nosegays 
consciously among the rest, give tone to the collection, but 
fail to put it to the blush. Then the engravings—one, in 
particular, more charming than the rest—but in short, you 
will scarcely find a prettier book than this. Taste and 
elegance mark it for their own. 

It may be questioned how far a Christmas book should 
add instruction to amusement; but no sound ruling will 
exclude the new edition of Professor Okey’s book on Venice 
(‘‘ Venice and its Story,’’ Dent, 15s.), in spite of the learning 
of its author, and the information crammed between its 
boards. It is, in fact, exceedingly good value, containing, 
besides the usual substance of a guide book, a full, clear, 
and picturesque history of the Republic, its manners and its 
arts: all recommended by Professor Okey’s very sympathetic 
style. Nor will the season frown upon the winter number of 
the ‘* Studio’ (7s. 6d.), devoted to Sir John Froissart, and 
filled with miniatures from the Harleian manuscripts. Mr. 
Coulton’s short life of the chronicler is enlivened by many 
good stories. , 

The happy souls who do like poetry will be particularly 
happy if they are given Walter de la Mare’s ‘‘ Poems for 
Children *’ (Constable, 7s. 6d.)—collected mostly from his 
earlier books, so little need be said of them. The book itself 
is modest and agreeable ; the poems, in their happy beauty, 
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Published for the Centenary 


Christina Rossetti 
& her Poetry 


By EpirH BirkHEAD (Bristol University). 


A new volume in the well-known “Poetry and Life” 
Series. 2/- 


* 
CHRISTMAS GIFT BOOKS 
Illustrated Editions 


Handley Cross 


By R. S. SurTEEs, with Introduction by SIEGFRIED 
Sassoon, and facsimile reproductions in colour of 
LEECH’s original illustrations. Limited Edition. 
1,050 copies. 42/- 
Times Lit. Supp.: “Cheaper reprints do not give an ade- 
quate notion of Leech’s marvellous sense of fun such as 
can be got from the delightful coloured prints in this 
edition. . . . There is a probability that it will appreciate 


i n value.” 


The Pickwick Papers 


By CuHartes Dickens. Illustrated with 16 colour 
plates by C. E. Brock. Cloth, 15/-; Morocco, 30/- 
Daily Telegraph: “A particularly handsome edition.” 


Fashions in Reading 


The Englishman 
and his Books 


in the Early Nineteenth Century 
By Amy Cruse, Author of The Shaping of 
English Literature, etc. Illustrated from contem- 
porary prints, caricatures, etc. 2nd Impression. 7/ 


ARNOLD BENNETT (Evening Standard): ‘Many of Mrs. 
Cruse’s ‘ revelations’ are.quite startling, and everyone who 
is interested in the evolution of reading will enjoy this 
volume not mildly but with gusto.’ 


For “ Boys of All Ages” 


Master Minds 
of Modern Science 


By T. C. Bripces and H. H. Tirtman. 
Illustrated. 7/6 


Published with the authority of many of the distinguished 
scientists whose achievements it relates, this book describes 
the work of Sir Oliver Lodge, Sir Ernest Rutherford, 
Einstein, Marconi, Sir Jagadis Bose, John L. Baird, the 
Curies, Sir William Bragg, etc. 


A Stirring Story 


To Sweep 
the Spanish Main 


By Rear-Admiral E. R. G. R. Evans, C.B., D.S.O. 
Illustrated. 7/6 

Times Lit. Supp.: “ Here is the stuff of romance—pirates, 

treasure, and desperate fights. A good story, well told, and 

dull will be the boy or girl who can remain unstirred by it.” 


ALL PRICES ARE NET 


For uniquely illustrated Christmas Catalogue 
write (mentioning ‘‘The Nation’) to 


39, PARKER ST., LONDON, W.C.2 
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_By RODNEY GALLOP. 





Macmillan 
50,000 sold in five weeks 


Thy Servant a Dog 
RUDYARD. KIPLING 


Illustrated by G. L. Stampa. 
Cloth, 5s. net. Leather, 10s. 6d. net. 


J. M. KEYNES’ NEW BOOK 


A Treatise on Money 


Vor. I. THE PuRE THEORY OF MONEY. 
VoL. II. THE AppLiED THEORY OF MONEY. 


The Economist : “‘ The publication of this work marks an epoch im the history 
of monetary theory. Mr. Keynes has virtually reconstructed both the pure 
theory of the subject (in Volume I) and the applied. theory (in Volume II) in 
the light of the very extensive new knowledge opened up by the revolutionary 
experiences of the last fifteen years.’ ‘ 





15s. net. 
15s. net. 





The Wesniale % War 


By the Hon. GEORGE PEEL, author of 
Crisis of France,” etc. 10s. 6d. net. 

The Scotsman : “ Alike for its graphic survey of history, for its acute analysis 
of present-day conditions, and for its hints on Britain’s part in the coming 
campaign, Mr. Peel’s work deserves a warm welcome.” 


The Concert of Europe 
By R. B. MOWAT, Professor of History in the University 
of Bristol. 15s. net. 
Deals with international relations, chiefly European, from January, 1871, to 
August, 1914. 

The Scotsman: ‘‘Mr. Mowat’s work has a freshness of appeal that will 
specially attract the general reader.” 


Trodden Ways 


By Sir IAN MALCOLM, author of “ Lord Balfour.” Illus- 
trated. 12s. 6d. net. 

The Evening Standard : ‘‘ Will be widely read not merely for its cultured and 
sobs etened style, but also for the excellent stories it contains.” 


‘The Financial 











The Story a Fergie ‘Bey 


The Life of Vere Fergusson. With Foreword by Sir REGINALD 
WINGATE, G.C.B. Illustrated. 18s. net. 

The Morning Post : ‘‘ Those who know their Rudyard Kipling will recognise 
the type: the biography, indeed, makes his stories credible, and at the present 
time when there is so much malignant slander of the British Empire, it should 
serve as an antidote.as well as an inspiration.” 


A Soldier’s Note-Book, 1914-1918 
By General A. A. BRUSSILOV. With Maps and Illustra- 


tions. 18s. net. 
Extraordinarily vivid pictures of scenes and personalities by the famous 
Russian soldier. 





Thndore Reseevatt 


The Story of a Friendship, 1880-1919. -_By OWEN WISTER. 


Illustrated. 18s. net. 
The Times : “‘ This book has a big subject worthily treated.” 





Christina Rossetti 
By DOROTHY M. STUART, author of ‘‘ Horace Walpole ”’ 
in the same Series. 5s. net. [English Men of Letters. 


A Book of the Basques 


Illustrated. 15s. net. 
The Times : “‘ This volume is the clearest all-round work on the Basqué nation 
as it actually is whieh has so far appeared. . English readers are now pro- 
vided with what will be for some years the standard work on a much mis- 
represented people.” 


Diary of a Provincial Lady 

By E. M. DELAFIELD, Author of “‘ What is Love?” 
““Turn Back the Leaves,’”’ etc. Illustrated by ARTHUR 
Watts. 7s. 6d. net. [Dec. 10. 
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Post Free on application 
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seem to stand forth, in this connection, in especial radiance, 
If one could think of a fit object for the gift, someone, if 
possible, who had never, never seen any of these poems 
before—he would have to be young—but the young enjoy 
books most—what a glow there would be on each side ; what 
a delicious experience! 

Mr. Masefield’s new book, ‘‘ The Wanderer of Liver- 
pool *’ (Heinemann, 8s. 6d.), alternates, though unequally, 
between verse and prose. It is the history of a sailing ship, 
told in great detail, but with extreme plainness: for 
example :— 

“Early in the voyage the sailmaker, an» Irishman, 
quarrelled with the negro cook and turned him out of the 
round-house, . . . Two Germans in the forecastle during this 
voyage were able to converse together in Latin. A Swede 
in the crew made himself a fiddle out of a cigar box... .”’ 

The ship’s first setting out, and finally the loss of her, are 
described in verse hardly less plain; in the first piece, for 
instance, we are told of the engineman :— 

‘“*He was a faithful good servant to Potters, the owners, 

Had = for them many long years in the Liverpool 

Dock, 
But this was his first going sailing to sea in a ship.” 
All through we find the simplicity of an early balladmaker, 
and his primitive intentness upon fact. It is a remarkable 
book, and so attaching that its technical detail scarcely 
narrows its appeal. 

Then there is an essay by Virginia Woolf, a Lamb-like 
essay, rambling and delightful, ‘‘ On Being Ill." One would 
be proud of giving that, or of possessing it. Slim, chaste, 
and elegant, it would stand upon the shelf, taking, without 
Soliciting, the envious eye ; and within it there are phrases, 
there are cadences—about the sunflower, for instance—but 
the worst of saving a favourite topic for the end is that one 
has no space left for the receipt of emotion. This author 
gives one two more chances: the uniform edition of ‘* Night 
and Day,’’ and of ‘‘ A Room of One’s Own.’’ Perhaps the 
first of these, with all its variety of scenes, so rich, so real, 
so extraordinarily beautiful, filled with so touching a 
nobility, so deep a harmony, would make, in the right cir- 
cumstances, the happiest choice of all. Imagine the young 
reader holding it, for the first time, in his hands, actual, 
unopened, or just embarked upon. . .. These, indeed, are 
the white moments of life. 


K. JOHN. 


STANDARD WORKS 


To those who have not taken up the ‘“ Pickwick Papers ” 
for many years, let us urge that the experiment is worth 
making. We have been trying it ourselves, in the edition 
illustrated in colour by C. E. Brock (Harrap, 15s.), and can 
repeat the old verse with fresh feeling :— 
‘** Ain’t that there Boz a tip-top feller ? 
Lots writes well but he writes Weller.” 

Here, too, is ‘‘ Tom Jones*’ once more (Lane, 35s.), sym- 
pathetically printed, illustrated by G. Spenser Pryse, and 
with a few notes from S. T. Coleridge’s copy. Good ghoulish 
faces and shadows drawn by S. G. Hulme Beaman accom- 
pany ‘‘ Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’”’ (Lane, 12s. 6d.) ; more 
apparitions, conjured up by Sonia Woolf, hover about ‘* The 
Confessions of an English Opium-Eater ’’ (Lane, 21s.) ; and 
with a different touch Henry Keen reflects the ironies of 
Webster’s ‘* Duchess of Malfi’’ and ‘‘ White Devil,” in large 
type, and in one volume (Lane, 21s.). Some still swear by 
Butcher and Lang’s version of the ‘‘ Odyssey,’’ of which 
the Medici Press's reissue (25s.) is decorated with W. Russell 
Flint’s beautiful pictures. A book remarkable for its low 
price is the excellent ‘‘ Pilgrim’s Progress’? brought out 
afresh by Messrs, Constable (5s.), with an accurate text and 
a long essay by Charles Whibley. ‘‘ The Swan Shakespeare”’ 
(Dent, 3 vols., 25s.) has an introduction and practical notes 
by C. B. Purdom ; the drawings of costumes and scenes by 
Jean Campbell also strengthen its qualification for use by 
‘‘ little theatres’? and amateurs. Writers of dramatic 
dialogue might purloin something from Whichcote’s ‘‘ Moral 
and Religious Aphorisms"? (Mathews & Marrot, 7s. 6d.), 
a pretty reprint for which Dean Inge has broken his rule 
and written a preface. If anyone wants Boswell in shortened 
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form, he may take his choice of ‘‘ The Conversations of Dr. 
Johnson’? (Knopf, 8s. 6d.), in the introduction to 
which R. W. Postgate denies that ‘‘ Rasselas "’ is read, and 
‘* Everybody’s Boswell ’’ (Bell, 10s. 6d.), to which is added 
the ‘‘ Tour.”” Abridgments which look less sacrilegious are 
Southey’s ‘‘ Doctor ’’ (Bell, 7s. 6d.), a clever condensation of 
a half-masterpiece, with editorial aids by M. H. Fitzgerald ; 
and ‘' The Heart of Thoreau’s Journals,’’ in which Odell H. 
Shepard reduces the fourteen original volumes to one (Allen 
& Unwin, 12s. 6d.). ‘‘ The Bible Story in Modern Art” 
(R.T.S., 21s.) is a collection of famous scripture passages 
with sixty-four coloured plates by Harold Copping. 


BOOKS FOR BOYS 


THis year’s batch is well up to standard in regard to 
Annuals and tales of adventure, but historical romance is 
sparingly represented, and Buffalo Bill seems to have fallen 
into disfavour ; passing to stories with a games interest 
we find King Willow well set, but Rugger is ousting Soccer. 

Of the perennials, one of the most attractive in appear- 
ance is ‘*‘ Collins’ Aircraft Annual ”’ (Collins, 5s.), which con- 
tains tales of air adventure together with instructive articles 
on such matters as a new invention to minimize the dangers 
of ‘‘stalling,”” how to read an aeroplane’s number-plates, 
and how to build a model monoplane. ‘‘ The Oxford Annual 
for Boys ’’ (Milford, 5s.), edited by Herbert Strang, offers 
a wide range of interests: stories of adventure in lands near 
and far, sea stories, and excellent articles on such diverse 
subjects as the life of an otter, and how the ‘“ Talkies” 
work. ‘‘ The Oxford Annual for Scouts” (Milford, 3s. 6d.) 
is of a special plan ; when the scouts have enjoyed the tales, 
they will be able to pick up many useful tips as to the use 
of knots and splicings, and the way to achieve such master- 
pieces of cookery as campers and kabobs. ‘“ The Scout 
Annual ”’ (Pearson, 10s. 6d.) is Vol. XXV. of ‘‘ The Scout,” 
over 1,000 pages. ‘‘ The Boys’ All-round Book" (Nelson, 
5s.) is a splendid crown’s worth: many illustrations, plenty 
of good stories, and first-rate articles on such popular topics 
as squash rackets, Rugby football, and _ tramping. 
‘* Blackie’s Boys’ Annual’ (Blackie, 5s.) likewise offers 
good and varied fare, and is excellent value. The contents 
of ‘‘ The Boy’s Own Annual "’ (R.T.S., 12s. 6d.) are as enjoy- 
able as ever, and we heartily support the tributes paid to it 
by the Prime Minister, Mr. Baldwin, the Earl of Meath, and 
Mr. Garvin. 

Here’s adventure! ‘‘ Bran the Bronze-Smith,"’ by J. R. 
Reason (Dent, 5s.), deals with a boy slave who becomes a 
freeman smith, and whose wisdom and skill at metal-work- 
ing raise him to the position of counsellor to a great chief. 
The tale moves briskly, and the descriptions of life in 
Early Britain reveal a genuine knowledge of the period. 
‘*The Splendid Savage,’’ by Conrad H. Sayce (Nelson, 
3s. 6d.), is an engrossing story with an authentic Crusoe 
flavour. Sea adventure is represented by two books. ‘* The 
Adventures of John Carfax,’’ by Lawrence R. Bourne 
(Milford, 5s.), is about a Squire’s son who is impressed 
into the Navy, but gradually earns his promotion to mid- 
shipman and returns home in triumph. There are exciting 
descriptions of voyages, storms, sea-fights, and cutting-out 
expeditions. ‘‘To Sweep the Spanish Main!"’ by Rear- 
Admiral E. R. G. R. Evans (Harrap, 7s. 6d.), tells of the 
thrilling adventures of two boys whom fate sends a-voyaging 
on the Main with a strange company of pirates in search 
of treasure. The pace is a shade too furious. We like to 
hear the clash of cutlasses, the whizz of balls, and the smash 
of round-shot—on paper—as much as anyone, but there. are 
times in this story when we should have welcomed an 
occasional truce. This book is unusually well produced. 
‘*Vaino,’”’ by Julia Davis Adams (Dent, 6s.), recounts the 
adventures of a Finnish boy during his country’s successful 
struggle for independence against Tsarist, and later Bol- 
shevik, Russia. Vaino’s mother strengthens her son for his 
exploits by telling him stirring Finnish legends. Mrs. 
Adams has written an interesting and unusual book ; it is a 
pity though that stray Americanisms, such as “ spill it,’ and 
‘** phoney,’’ could not have been eliminated from this English 
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edition. ‘* Bringing Down the Air Pirate,” by John F. C. 
Westerman (Ward, Lock, 3s. 6d.), is about a wonderful 
ship called the ‘* Briton,” which is equally navigable on 
the water and in the air. But the inventor’s plans have 
been stolen, and a rival appears in a similar ship and 
turns pirate. How the “ Briton” finally tracks him down 
in darkest Africa, is a story that every boy will revel in. 
Last, but not least, we welcome an old friend in new guise: 
‘* Kidnapped,” by R. L. Stevenson (Milford, 10s. 6d.), nobly 
printed, with admirable coloured illustrations by Rowland 
Hilder, which both reflect the colour of the Highlands and 
the brooding mystery of the tale. Happy the boy who on 
Christmas morning finds this prize dangling from his bed- 
rail! 

Now a volume which deserves a paragraph to itself: 
‘Swallows and Amazons,’’ by Arthur Ransome (Cape, 
7s. 6d.). In brief, it is the story of two families of children, 
with a couple of sailing boats, who go cruising on a lake. 
Gifted with the right sort of imagination, they can invest the 
simplest things with romance. Although the book is in- 
tended for younger boys, we recommend it to young and old 
alike as one of the most delightful books we have read for 
years. 

Next, some good school stories. ‘‘ Captain of Keynes,” 
by Richard Bird (Blackie, 5s.), tells of the events following 
upon the introduction of an unpopular measure by a new 
Head, and how the Captain of the School upholds his 
authority in the face of open rebellion. ‘* Tringle of 
Harlech,’ by R. A. H. Goodyear (Ward, Lock, 5s.), is 
the story of the endeavours of two rival boys to achieve 
some outstanding feat which will secure their admission to 
an exclusive society called ‘‘ The Singulars.”” Bold deeds 
and pranks alternate, and there are some good accounts of 
swimming matches. ‘* Hatherly’s First Fifteen,” by M. R. 
Clark (Milford, 3s. 6d.), is set in Australia, and relates how 
a blind boy recovers his sight and is able to go to Hatherly. 
There he wins a place in the First XV., and, as a result, 
Hatherly gains the Rugby Championship for the fourth year 
in succession. This book contains some stirring descriptions 
of Rugger play. ‘‘ Bellamy Comes back,” by John Sweet 
(Milford, 1s.), has a strong cricket interest. Jack Bellamy, 
thinking he is to be sent to another school, vents his annoy- 
ance by turning into a slacker and a ragster. But, when 
his father lets him stay on, he reforms and wins his First 
Eleven cap. 

Two historical books follow. ‘‘ The Mastery of the Sea,” 
by Colonel Cyril Field (Blackie, 3s. 6d.), is an account of 
the Royal Navy from the war-galleon of King Alfred’s days 
to a modern 35,000-ton battleship. Not only are the different 
types of vessels described, but also their armament, and the 
men who fought and manned the ships. The uncle who 
wants to make a hit cannot do better than give this book. 
‘‘ Goldseekers and Bushrangers in New Zealand,” by J. R. 
Elder (Blackie, 3s. 6d.), is the story of the hardships endured 
by the early prospectors for gold in New Zealand. 

Finally, we come to a somewhat ‘ doggy ” list. ‘“ Thy 
Servant A Dog,” by Rudyard Kipling (Macmillan, 5s.), is 
the diary of Boots and his friends, written from a dog’s 
point of view in a special vocabulary, which is at once 
expressive and humorous. The book is full of delightful 
touches enhanced by Mr. Stampa’s illustrations. ‘‘ Let’s 
Talk of Dogs,” by Rowland Johns (Methuen, 6s.), is a 
collection of readable short stories in which dogs play the 
principal part. ‘* Roc,” by Edmund Vale (Dent, 6s.), is 
the heroic story of a dog that went through the Great War 
only to be run over soon after accompanying his master to 
England. ‘‘ The Portrait of a Dog,’’ by Mazo de la Roche 
(Macmillan, 7s. 6d.), is the biography of a dog told with 
charm and affectionate understanding by his mistress. ‘‘ An 
Artist’s Models,” by Cecil Aldin (Witherby, 15s.), is a lively 
account of the dogs who have posed for him or come to 
him to have their portraits painted. It is illustrated with 
twenty plates in colour which dog-lovers will find irresist- 
ible. ‘* The Vengeance of the Crows,” by Louis Pergaud 
(Hamilton, 7s. 6d.), is a collection of twelve vivid tales deal- 
ing with the birds and wild animals of the countryside, their 
ceaseless struggle for existence and the eternal preying of 
the strong upon the weak. : 
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BOOKS FOR GIRLS 


It is probable that the giri of to-day thinks of the * moral 
tale’? as having died with Miss Edgeworth ; yet it is a fact 
that there is a strong flavour of ‘ uplift’ in the majority 
of the €hristmas books provided for her. No doubt the 
Girl Guide interest that pervades a large number of them 
is partly responsible for this. There is never any uncertainty 
about the ending: virtue must triumph in the last fifty 
pages. As long as the yarns are well told—and a great 
many of them are—that is just as well, for the. righteous 
ending engenders the comfortable frame of mind that every- 
one likes to encourage in the Christmas holidays. 

‘** Jean’s Two Schools,’ by Ethel Talbot (Nelson, 5s.), 
is a particularly successful combination of entertainment 
and improvement. Winifred Darch, who gives the impres- 
sion of having ‘“‘ inside knowledge,’ writes of delightfully 
human schoolgirls—and mistresses—in ‘‘ The Lower Fourth 
and Joan” and ‘‘ The Fifth Form Rivals,’’ both published 
by the Oxford University Press (3s. 6d. and 1s.). ‘* That 
New Girl Anna,” by Cecily Fox (Nelson, 3s. 6d.) revives the 
well-worn theme of the foreign royalty in disguise and is 
wildly improbable, but amusingly written. Dorita Fairlie 
Bruce produces ‘t The Best House in the School’ (Oxford 
University Press, 5s.), a book about rivalries which it is 
difficult to put down. 

For the older girl who wants something more than a 
book for the moment there is an enthralling volume, ‘* Tales 
from the Panchatanira’’ (Basil Blackwell, 7s. 6d.), trans- 
lated from the Sanskrit by Alfred Williams, the ‘‘ Hammer- 
man Poet,’ that amazing tiller of the soil and worker at 
the forge, who sat up late into the night teaching himself 
the classical languages, and acquired his knowledge of 
Sanskrit while in India on active service during the War. 
Very beautiful is the story of the perfect help and under- 
standing he received from his wife, very tragic her death 
six weeks after his in the spring of this year. The Fables 
are delightful. Although much of the conversation is put 
into the mouths of beasts and birds, human experience in 
all its phases is the subject over which they range, and 
the age-old virtues and vices caper before us dressed in 
perfectly trimmed and poinfed prose. Another volume of 
which the charm appears likely to last is Miss Rhoda 
Power’s ‘‘ How it Happened ’’—stories from general folk- 
lore, already familiarized in the wireless programmes 
(Cambridge University Press, 7s. 6d.). 

Then we welcome ‘‘ The Chester Miracle Plays,’’ done 
into Modern English and arranged for Acting by I. and O. 
Bolton King (S.P.C.K., 6s.). Humour has been so ruthlessly 
expelled from everything connected with religion that it is 
refreshing to hear Cain address Eve and Adam as ‘‘ Mam 
and Dad,’’ and Noah bickering with his wife at the entrance 
to the Ark because she refuses to go in. Dramatic societies 
could do much worse than consider this volume. 

The Medici Society’s contribution to the bookshelf is, as 
ever, one that can be warmly recommended. ‘* The Canter- 


bury Tales,’’ excellently done into prose by Eleanor Farjeon, 


and illustrated by W. Russell Flint, A.R.A. (7s. 6d.), is 
bound to whet the young person’s appetite for more Chaucer. 

It is many years since the present reviewer read Selma 
Lagerléf’s ‘‘ Christ Legends ”’ in their original Swedish and 
was charmed by them, so it is a great pleasure to welcome 
the translation by Velma Swanston Howard (Elkin Mathews 
& Marrot, 8s. 6d.). On the whole it is well done. But why 
‘* little dead birdling ’’ (page 195)? 

There is another collection of legends—‘t Legends of the 
Flowers,’’ by Janet Hepworth (Blackie, 3s. 6d.) Many of 
these are also connected with Christ, but by comparison 
with the others they seem to lack body and colour. 

Bessie Marchant has accustomed us to expect an annual 
full-blooded story of adventure, and this year’s is less senti- 
mental and more enthralling than its predecessors. The 
scene is laid in Africa, the title ‘‘ Laurel the Leader ’”’ 
(Blackie, 5s.). ‘**Rosamond Takes the Lead,” by E. E. 
Cowper (Blackie, 3s. 6d.), is a mystery story quite well 
worked out. ‘*The Abbey Girls Play Up,” by Elsie J. 
Oxenham (Collins, 5s.), describes less hair-raising incidents, 
in which Girl Guides take part, in a pleasant, readable 
stvle. 
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De Luxe Editions 
Advice to Young Men 


WILLIAM COBBETT 
“A very finely printed edition of one of his most 
readable books.”’—New Statesman. Printed by the 
Curwen Press. 475 copies only. 425. 


The Old Book 


A Medieval Anthology edited and illustrated by 
DOROTHY HARTLEY 

“A merry book ...and homely ... so fair and 

delightful, both inside and out, in text and illustration.”’ 

—Morning Post. Limited to 75 leather-bound signed 

copies at 73s. 6d. and 675 numbered and boxed at 

525. 6d. 


The Three Black Pennys 
JOSEPH HERGESHEIMER 


A beautiful and revised edition of, perhaps, his best- 
loved novel, with over fifty illustrations by DAVID 
HENDRICKSON. ats. 





Biography 


Cosima Wagner 
RICHARD COUNT pu MOULIN-ECKART 
“In this vast composition the portrait of Cosima 
stands out clear and _life-like.”’—Daily Telegraph. 
goo pages, illustrated. 42s. two volumes 


The Conversations of Dr. 


Johnson 
Edited, with an Introduction, by R. W. POSTGATE. 
Drawings by TOM POULTON. Buckram binding. 
420 pages. 85. 6d. 


Fiction 


The Son Avenger 
SIGRID UNDSET 
“There is no other novelist writing to-day who has 
the composure and absolute sureness of Sigrid Undset. 
. . . This is a noble book.”—Everyman. 1os. 6d. 
{ Do not forget the boxed gift edition of Kristin 
LAVRANSDATTER at 8s. 6d. for Christmas. 


This Day and Time 
ANNE W. ARMSTRONG 
“In Ivy Ingoldsby, Mrs. Armstrong has created a 
lovely character, simpie and full of. loving kindness, 
but heroic in her absolute endeavour.” —New Leader. 


75. 6d. 


A Short History of Julia 
ISA GLENN 


Julia, brought up in an out-worn social code, is forced 
to face the changing morals and manners of the modern 
generation and to decide whether she is to become a 
lady at the expense of never becoming a woman. 


75. 6d. 
Cheap Editions at 3s. 6d. 


QUIET CITIES. By Joseph Hergesheimer. 

DEATH-IN-THE-BOX. By Marcus Magill. 

RED CAVALRY. By Isaac Babel. 

THE WAY OF SACRIFICE. By Fritz von 
Unruh. 

TRENT’S LAST CASE. 





By E. C. Bentley. 
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Oxford Annual for Girls’? (Oxford University 
is again well worth five shillings. The articles are 
topical and interesting, the stories bright and original. 

Mr. Punch is so familiar a figure that his Italian origin 
is apt to be forgotten, and the average Englishman would 
probably claim him as a kinsman ; but it has fallen to a 
Frenchman, Octave Feuillet, to write ‘‘ The Story of Mr. 
Punch ’’ (Dent, 5s.), and he makes Italy the setting of his 
adventures. In fact, owing to a device of Punch’s sharp 
wits, a hundred thousand English perish in an attack on 
Naples. Nevertheless, this very un-English and amusing 
little book makes excellent reading. The translation is by 
Professor J. Harris Gable, Head of the Publications Depart- 
ment at the University of Nebraska. 

Less successful is ‘‘ Sir Bob,’’ by Salvador de Madariaga 
(Routledge, 6s.). It has flashes of wit, but to compare it, 
as the wrapper does, with ‘*‘ Alice in Wonderland ”’ is greatly 
to overestimate its virtues. 

Many of the verses in ‘‘ The Moon on My Left,” by Cary! 
Brahms (Gollancz, 6s.), have already appeared in the 
EVENING STANDARD. Like most ingenuous verse put into 
the mouths of children, it is apt to be irritating, but ‘‘ The 
Barometer ’’ and several other poems are really amusing. 

‘* A Book of Marionette Plays,’’ by Anne Stoddard and 
Tony Sarg (George Allen & Unwin, 4s. 6d.), suggests an 
original cure for boredom on wet winter days. It describes 
how clever carpenters can consiruct a marionette theatre, 
and the less gifted buy a ‘‘ Toy Theatre’ ready made, and 
gives very clear directions for acting the plays which form 
the bulk of the book. Those who saw the wonderful Italian 
little people will be much entertained by this glimpse into 
the workings of a fascinating and fantastic world. 


THE YOUNG IDEA 


Master Minds of Modern Science. Edited by T. C. 
H. H. TILTMAN. (Harrap. 7s. 6d.) 

The Wonder Book of Inventions. By PROFESSOR A. M. Low. 
Edited by HARRY GOLDING. (Ward, Lock. 6s.) 

Seven Ages of Invention. By CyrIL HALL. (Blackie. 3s, 6d. 

Rambles in Science. Telephones and Gramophones ; About Coal 


BRIDGES and 


and Oil; How We Harness Electricity, (Blackie. 1s. 6d. 
Sie tine of the Stars. By Dr. A. C. D. CROMMELIN. (Collins. 
ois tine of the Woods. By Marcus Woopwarp. (Toulmin. 
ba ee Such Small Deer.” By E. V. LUCAS. Methuen. 
3s. 6d.) 


Or these nine books, which are all admirably adapted to 
satisfv the natural curiosity of the young about this wide 


world, six deal with invention and three with natural 
phenomena. In looking them over, it occurred to the 


reviewer that there are few things which would surprise 
our grandparents more than if they could return and see 
the amount of science that is now available for the education 
of children (despite their own treasures, ‘‘ What is a Comet, 
Mama?” and Peter Parley). Surely the production of such 
books as these is a welcome sign of the times. Perhaps 
the most interesting of them jis the ‘“‘ Master Minds of 
Modern Science,’’ which relates the achievements of over 
twenty distinguished scientists, and deals with subjects 
ranging from early life on the earth to television in our 
own day. Written in simple and readable language such 
as the average boy or girl can understand it cannot fail to 
stimulate all those who are eager to know more of the 
notable conquests of science. 

The ‘‘ Wonder Book of Inventions ”’ is the latest addition 
to Messrs. Ward, Lock’s series of Wonder Books, and deals 
with many recent inventions. Professor Low, who needs 
no introduction, has written in a most atiractive and lucid 
style, avoiding all technicalities. The book contains over 
three hundred pictures of absorbing interest, some of which 
are in colour. The ‘‘ Seven Ages of Invention ’’ deals with 
the Ages of Steam, of Steel, of Electricity, of the Heat- 
Engine, of the Loom, of Flight and of Wireless ; 
although the writing in this is somewhat technical, Mr. Hall 
has succeeded in making things clear and fascinating to the 
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young. The next three books on our list belong to Messrs, 
Blackie’s series ‘‘ Rambles in Science,’’ and these are well 
arranged, with some excellent diagrams and photographs. 
‘‘ The Story of the Stars’’ is suitable to both young and 
older readers. Dr. Crommelin’s explanations of the 
heavenly bodies are clear and easily followed. This book 
also coniains many interesting photographs. 

We diverge somewhat to ‘‘ Old Man of the Woods,” a 
nature-book, by Mr. Marcus Woodward, a friend of Scouts 
and Guides ; the light-hearted tales are such as will excite 
the young reader to ask for books which treat the subjecis 
dealt with more seriously. And Such Small Deer” 
is another of Mr. Lucas’s animal books, and contains a 
number of essays and faniasies about animals from mice 
to elephants. 


BOOKS FOR SMALL CHILDREN 


THE new Hans Andersen (Faber & Faber, 15s.) is a very 
agreeable book ; Dr. James’s idea of making a fresh transla- 
tion Was a happy one, because, among the dozens of pre- 
vious English versions, there is not one whose maker had 
both a scholarly knowledge of Danish and an ear for English 
prose. How much does this matter? Some older readers are 
shocked when they realize from this edition in what a slip- 
shod form they knew these tales by heart—others, it seems, 
are shocked in another way. A friend who picked the book 
up from my table was most indignant at finding a story 
called ‘‘ The Dauntless Tin Soldier.’ ‘*Dauntless tin 
soldier! *’ she exclaimed, ‘‘ of course that is quite wrong, it 
should be ‘ The LITTLE Tin Soldier,’ *’ and the volume itself, 
she said, was the wrong shape ; it should be a small square 
book, and insfead of coloured pictures there should be 
woodcuts. However, this book is meant primarily for those 
who are coming to Andersen for the first time, and they are 
undoubtedly in luck ; the humorous tales—which include the 
best of all, ‘‘ The Beetle ’’—have gained enormously in 
vigour, and the ‘‘ Little Mermaid ’’ is as touching as ever. 
Dr. James has selected forty of the stories, and the only 
complaint one might make is that he has given rather too 
large a proportion to the supernaiural. ‘‘ The Travelling 
Companion,”’ ‘‘ The Green Boy,” and ‘*‘ The White Silk Boy ” 
are so much alike that it is unlikely that he would have 
decided to translate all three if they had not turned, as they 
do, on the ghostly business which he relishes so keenly. The 
illustrations by Christine Jackson are excellent. 

A new edition of ‘‘The Water Babies’? (Ward, Lock, 
3s. 6d.) is welcome. There was one a vear or two ago, but 
it was abridged, and in this one, so far as one can judge 
from memory, the text is complete. Really, it is an extra- 
ordinarily good story, in the best Victorian style, and they 
had a genius for children’s books. There are twenty-four 
coloured plates by Harry Theaker. 

It is difficult to give an opinion on ‘‘ The Child’s Charles 
Dickens ’’ (Cecil Palmer, 7s. 6d.), edited, with notes, by 
Patrick Braybrooke. The intention is to impress upon 
children the genius of Dickens, and the method is to give 
brief extracts from his works with notes which are pane- 
gvrics in simple language, for instance: ‘‘ Three cheers for 
the jolly blacksmith and three cheers for Charles Dickens 
for telling us so much about him!’ The extracts are 
extremely short, and it is difficult to see how a child, 
unacquainted with the action of the stories, would make 
much out of them. It is possible that they might whet the 
appetite of children who would not come across Dickens in 
the usual way ; those who have access to him can, as a rule, 
read ‘‘David Copperfield,’’ for instance, in its entirety, at a 
very early age. 

‘“ The World’s Best Stories for Children’ (Jack, 7s. 6d.) 
is an anthology of folk-tales and siories by famous authors, 
E. Nesbit, Louisa Alcott, Joel Chandler Harris, A. A. 
Milne, &c. There is a great deal of interesting reading in 
it; the selection is made by Winifred Biggs, and it is illus- 
trated by Honor Appleton. 

And now we come to the stories which are new this 
year. There is ‘‘ Alice and Thomas and Jane,’ by Enid 
Bagnold (Heinemann, 7s. 6d.), which describes the adven- 
tures of children who live at Rottiugdean ; the children are 
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Ideal Christmas Presents 


Tom Jones 
By HENRY FIELDING 
A New Edition in 1 volume. 
Illustrated by G. SPENCER PRYSE 

355. net 
“* Mr. Spencer Pryse’s pictures for ‘ Tom 
Jones’ are a triumphant success. They 
have something of Rowlandson’s gusto 
and a beauty which is severely and 
obstinately English.”—New Statesman. 


The Duchess of 
Malfi and 
The White Devil 


TWO PLAYS BY JOHN WEBSTER 
Illustrated by HENRY KEEN 

21s. met 
“Mr. Henry Keen handles an ex- 
quisitely fine pen, and with this tool 
works charms and wonders. His decor- 
ative quality is exquisite.’”—IAN CoLvIN 
in the Morning Post. 


The Red Lily 


By ANATOLE FRANCE 
Illustrated by DONIA NACHSHEN 
165. net 
In her illustrations to this edition Miss 
Donia Nachshen shows a really original 
talent. No aspect or nuance of the book 
escapes her notice, and her drawings, 
whether in the vein of irony, wit or 
passion, are always intensely alive. 


Broadside Ballads 


of the Restoration 


known as “ The Osterley Park Ballads,” 
from the Jersey Collection. Edited with 
an Introduction, Notes and Glossary 
By F. BURLINGTON FAWCETT 
Limited to 750 numbered copies only. 
315. 6d. net 
Of the 93 Broadside Ballads in the collec- 
tion printed in this volume 28 are 
unique, another 31 very rare, and the 
remainder are confined to two, or at 
most three, other collections. They give 
a vivid picture of the popular social life 
of the Restoration period, comprising 
warnings to the transgressor, dying 
speeches, amusing love encounters, and 
many other topics treated with the broad 
and outspoken humour and _ pathos 
characteristic of the times. The text of this 
volume is printed ona special mould-made 
paper, and the book is bound in quarter 
grained finish forel and decorated cloth. 
Illustrated Christmas List sent free on 
application. 


JOHN LANE THE BODLEY HEAD LTD. 
VIGO STREET, W.1. 
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GOD: 


IN CHRISTIAN THOUGHT 
AND EXPERIENCE 
By 
The Rev. W. R. Matthews, D.D. 


This remarkable book is by no means intended 
only for professed theologians, but for all 
readers who are interested in the problem of 
consciousness and of man’s relation to the 
Universe. Its scope is as wide as its analysis 
is searching, but though it deals with the pro- 
foundest of the questions which every thinking 
man has to face, the Author presents the 
results of his learning in wonderfully simple 
language, and his argument is as clear as it 
is arresting. 


Dr. Matthews’ book has special interest by 
reason of its presentation of an alternative 
to the recent widely-read ‘‘ Metabiological ”’ 
speculations on the same subject. 


‘* This is exactly the book that is needed 
by the educated general reader anxious 
to follow up for himself the recent 
pronouncements of the Lambeth Con- 
ference.’’—Week-End Review. 


‘¢ Following, in a different category, on Mr. 
Middleton Murry’s God, this invaluable volume 
gives evidence of a theological revival already 
in progress.’’—Methodist Leader. 


10s. 6d. net 


























oe 
MERCHANT VENTURER 
AMONG THE SEA GIPSIES 
By Leopold Ainsworth 


‘* Those who like to read about far corners of 
the world could have no better entertain- 
ment.’’—IJ|lustrated London News. 


** He (the Merchant Venturer) makes you wish 
eagerly to follow in his footsteps.’’—Dr. J. M. 
Bulloch in The Sunday Times. 


15s. net 


PRINCES AND FAIRIES 
By Stella Mead 


A book for children—but a book of a new 
kind. A splendid gift-book, written by an 
author whose stories are loved by all happy 
children. A perfect gift—beautiful to look at, 
beautiful to read and beautiful in its illustra- 
tion. 


‘*The discriminating young demand Nisbet 
books. . . . Here is a new fairy-tale book in a 
gold and coloured cover—richly desirable as a 


Christmas book.’’— Vogue. 
5s. net 
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real, and the adventures rather improbable. 
Wood,” by Margaret Beatrice Lodge (Oxford University 
Press, 5s.), is frankly about magic—a pleasant book. 
‘‘ Hahtibee the Elephant,’’ by Charles E. Slaughter (Knopf, 
5s.), owes something to the Jungle Books, but it is a good 
‘‘ The Golden Forest,’’ by Edith Howes (Dent, 6s.), 
designed to bring to boys a knowledge 
of life and creation, and, above all, of fatherhood.’ ‘‘ Kalulu 
the Hare” further instalment of 
Rhodesian animal stories, told by Frank Worthington, and, 
like its predecessor ‘‘ The Little Wise One,”’ it is an excel- 
lent book. The ‘‘ Katv Kruse Play Book ”’ (Harrap, 5s.), by 
Rose Fyleman, is more juvenile than the others mentioned 
in this paragraph, and has cheerful illustrations in which 
dolls are posed to represent the children in the story. 

‘* Here Be Dragons *’ (Macmillan, 7s. 6d.), a lively book 
of verse by F. Gwynne Evans, is illustrated by George 
Morrow, ‘‘ Cartwheels and Catkins’’ (Shaylor, 3s. 6d.), by 
Wilfred Thorley, is somewhat in the tradition of a ‘‘ Child’s 
Garden of Verses.”’ ‘‘ The Four-Leaf Clover’ (Elkin 
Mathews, 3s. 6d.), by Owen Rutter, is a combination of prose 
and poetry, but the poetry is not new. ‘‘ My Own Poetry 
300k *’ (Blackie, 2s.) has verse by many different writers, 
and illustrations in colour. For once the publisher-author 
C. W. Beaumont deserts prose; his ‘‘ Toys’”’ (5s.) is a 
volume of rhymes for children, which though new have the 
air of familiarity which should mean pleasure in the 
nursery. 

‘* The Children’s Book of Wild Flowers’’ (Chambers, 
10s. 6d.), by Gareth Browning, has useful plates by M. C. 
Pollard. The author’s purely informative paragraphs are 
good, and might have been amplified and some of the rather 
sentimental introductions to them omitted. Gordon Browne’s 
pictures and a simple text afford a courteous introduction 
to the ‘‘ Little Children of the Great World ”’’ (Blackie, 2s.). 

‘* Merrie England *’ (Collins, 3s. 6d.) is a book of plays 
Suitable for children to act and produce, by Catharine and 
Maud Morin and by Violet Methley. 

There is no space to do more than chronicle the Annuals 
—The ‘‘ Children’s Cargo: Lady Cynthia Asquith’s Annual ”’ 
(Evre & Spotiiswoode, 6s.) has some distinguished con- 
tributors, and the ‘‘ Children’s Play Hour’’ (Longmans, 
Green, 6s.), edited by Stephen Southwold, has a very good 
story by H. G. Wells. Then there are the famous 
‘* Blackie’s *’ (S5s.), and the Oxford Annuals—for Children 
(5s.), for Tiny Folks (3s. 6d.)—and ‘‘ The Big Cosy Corner 
Story Book * (Ward, Lock, 2s. 6d.), all profusely illustrated. 


‘The Wishing 


storv. 


has a purpose, it is ** 


Collins, 6s.) is a 


NOVELS IN 


By TRISTRAM TUPPER. 


BRIEF 


Bles. 7s. 6d.) 

The action of this unusually fresh and intelligent novel 
passes in a railway construction camp in the mountains 
somewhere in the south of the United States, presumably in 
the latter half of the nineteenth century. It is amusing to 
find a modern consciousness, influenced by the Russians, at 
work on such material. The vigour and spontaneous sim- 
plicitv of the central theme, the love of the boy Allen John 
for the woman Rosalee, is complicated and perhaps a little 
blurred by the author’s own subtlety. Allen John behaves 
and feels most delightfully like a boy, but the subtleiv of 
his thought and speech is often far bevond his vears. The 
engineer Logan, who knows the day of his death, puts ina 
typically Russian appearance, and pours himself out to 
strangers. Kvervone acts on complex, sometimes even 
obscure, motives ; but evervone does act. 


The River. 


The Deepening Stream. By DOROTHY CANFIELD Cape. 7s. 6d. 

Miss Canfield is sober, patient, and thorough ; but her 
passion for the people in her book, combined with the nature 
of part of her material, saves her from being tedious. The 
daughter of an American Professor, Matey spends her child- 
hood and vouth mainly in small university towns. Long be- 
fore America’s entry into the war, she goes with her husband 
and two small children to Paris, where he is attached to 
an ambulance corps, and she lives with old friends and 
works for the soldiers. Only quotation, for which unfor- 
tunately there is no space, would do justice io the many 
passages (among others, the Fifth Symphony Concert and 
the arrival of the first American troops in Paris) where Miss 
Canfield reaches poignancy of emotion. 
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hey Die Young. By JOHN SOMMERFIELD. (Heinemann. 7s. 6d. 

Anyone who is interested in the experimental work of 
clever voung writers ought to read Mr. Sommerfield’s novel. 
There is no need to be deterred by such eccentricities as 
opening a paragraph without capitals and arranging prose 
like free verse. Mr. Sommerfield is always intelligible, and 
his eccentricities are not without meaning. The novel starts 
with the death of the voung man Christopher, and follows 
with a sketch of his life, first as an intellectual in London 
and then as a seaman in various American ports, to show 
how inevitable his earlv death was. The idea seems to be 
that, in general, magnificent specimens such as Christopher 
are doomed to die young, and that, in particular, there was 
nothing but death for a man who no longer found spiritual 
satisfaction either in intellectual or physical adventure. 
The first part of the book is disappointing ; but it improves 
with the progress of the hero, who is more interesting as a 
seaman than as a Sitwellian poet. 


* * * 


Last and First Men. Methuen. 7s. 6d. 


Mr. Stapledon traces the history of mankind from our 
own time to its annihilation, some millions of years hence. 
We are the First Men, and, compared with some of our 
descendants, we are only sub-human ; the last are eighteenth 
men. After a period of small wars, in which Europe is 
wrecked, China and America come into conflict, and an 
Americanized world state is established; but it must be 
confessed that it would be better to live in the dark age that 
follows the collapse of the world state. Then there succeed 
various civilizations and human types, some higher than 
others, and migrations, first to Venus and finally to Nep- 
tune. Perhaps there is too much ego in our cosmos for us 
to bear the contemplation of a world which no longer knows 
Shakespeare and Beethoven, but we do not envy even the 
highest of Mr. Stapledon’s creatures. 


3v W. OLAF STAPLEDON. 


* * - 


The Trader’s Wife. By JEAN KENYON MACKENZIE. Hodder & 


Stoughton. 6s. 

The scene of this novel is set on the West Coast of 
Africa, in the last davs of the slave trade, which had already 
been made illegal. Miss Kenyon seems to be a disciple of 
Mr. Thornton Wilder’s. Her work is even more fragile and 
lucid than his, but not less shapely. With considerable skill, 
she plays the different elements of fiction off against one 
another. The psychological progress of the heroine Lucy, 
for instance, is almost entirely expressed in action, for Miss 
Kenvon realizes all the advantage action has over analysis 
in the portrayal of character. To know whai is in Lucy’s 
mind, it is indeed enough to be told how, when the slaves 
were brought down to the barracoon, she wept and watched 
them all day long through the telescope ; and the inevitable 
climax does not need, and does not get, a word of explana- 
tion. Mr. André Durenceau’s decorative little pictures go 
well with work so neat and delicate. 


* * * 


Crowner’s Quest. By ADAM BROOME. 3enn. 7s. 6d. 

A West African seiting imparts novelty and interest to 
this detective storv. But it cannot be said that Mr. Broome 
has succeeded in creating the requisite atmosphere of 
mvstery, or shown any pariicular ingenuity in his plot, or 
originality in his characterization, though one or two of 
his people, for example, the native doctor and his wife, 
whose connection with the story is out of all proportion ‘to 
the space they occupy, are vividly and humorously done. 
Unfortunatelv, the murderer, without any structural inevit- 
abilitv, simply declares himself; and it was a mistake to 
have worked out part of the action through his mind, be- 
cause, in the circumstances, he could not possibly have 
thought and felt as he is represented as doing. 


* * * 


A Woman with White Eyes. 


7s. 6 


3v MARY BORDEN. 


If the spectacle of society had not, after all, gone to her 
head, Miss Borden might have been a satirist or a novelist of 
the sociological type, for she can comment and generalize 
with great vigour and some penetration. As it is, the 
romantic and the sentimental come strangely through a hard 
and competent manner. This novel, the lives of two Ameri- 
can women married fo English aristocrats, written more 
in the form of a monologue than a letter by one of them, 
may be divided into three elements. The first is the not 
very remarkable story itself. The second is the mechanism 
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NOW COMPLETE. THE NEW EDITION OF 


CHAMBERS’S ENCYCLOPADIA 


A DICTIONARY OF UNIVERSAL KNOWLEDGE. 


There is no more authoritative Encyclopedia published. 
10 vols. Imp. 8vo. Cloth, £10 net; half-morocco, £17 10s. net. 
Mr. ARNOLD BENNETT says: ‘‘ I have brought myself up on 
‘ Chambers‘s Encyclopzdia,’ which is the best thing extant of its 
size. The new edition thereof is one of my latest joys.’’ 

Before purchasing an encyclopedia examine the new edition of 
‘* Chambers’s Encyclopedia,’’? which may be seen at all the 
leading booksellers. 


CHAMBERS’S BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY 


The Great of all Nations and all Times. 
New Edition. Cloth, 15s. ret; half-morocco, 3os. net. 


CHAMBERS’S CYCLOPADIA OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 
Three vols. Cloth, £3 net; half-morocco, £:6 net. 

A History Critical and Biographical of Authors in the English 

tongue from the Earliest Times to the Present Day, with Speci- 

mens of their Writings, Illustrated. 


CHAMBERS’S SCOTS DIALECT DICTIONARY 5s. net. 
Comprising the words in use from the latter part of the Seven- 
teenth Century to the Present Day. Compiled by ALEXANDER 
WARRACK, M.A., with an Introduction and a Dialect Map by 
WILLIAM GRANT, M.A. 


CHAMBERS’S 20TH CENTURY DICTIONARY 
Pronouncing, Explanatory, Etymoiogical. 
Edition. 


BRITAIN’S BIRDS AND THEIR NESTS 25s. net. 
By A. LANDSBOROUGH THOMSON. With Introduction by 


Prof. J. Arthur Thomson, and 132 Drawings in Colour by George 
Rankin. 


7S. 6d net. 
Thoroughly Revised 


An Entirely New Volume. SECOND SERIES. 


THE CHILDREN’S BOOK OF WILD FLOWERS AND THE 
STORY OF THEIR NAMES Ios. €d. net. 
By GARETH H. BROWNING. 

With 50 full-page Illustrations in Colour by M. C, Pollard. ‘* The 

coloured plates are alone worth much more than the price of 

the book.”’—Scottish Country Life. 


BEAUTIFUL PRESENTATION YOLUMES 
Adam Bede 


Now 6s. net. 
By GEORGE ELIOT 
Lorna Doone By R. D. BLACKMORE 
The Cloister and the Hearth By CHARLES READE 
The above are Choice Editions of these masterpieces of fiction, 
with delightful Drawings in Colour by Gordon Browne. 


NEW BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 


Westward Ho! with Drake. By ESCOTT LYNN. 5S. net. 
Yellerlegs. A Story of the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police. By L. C. DOUTHWAITE 3s. 6d. net. 


Dare of St. Martin’s. A School Story. 


By D. STAPLETON 3s. 6d. net. 


Dorothy’s Dilemma. By ELSIE J. OXENHAM 3S. 6d. net. 
Not an Ordinary Girlk By MAY BALDWIN. 3s. 6d. net. 


Cross and Sword. A Story of Joan of Arc. 
By DAVID KER. 3s. 6d. net. 
Eustacia Goes to the Chalet School. 
By E. M. BRENT-DYER. 3s. éd. net. 


NOTABLE NOVELS 
THE SMALL DARK MAN. By MAURICE 
WALSH, Author of ‘‘ The Key Above the Door.” 3s. 6d. net. 
The Spectator says: ‘* One of the freshest books it has ever been 
our joy to read.”’ 
THE KEY ABOVE THE DOOR. 
By MAURICE WALSH. 3s. 6d. net. 
“* Dear Mr. Walsh, I am enamoured of your book, and stop to 
give you three cheers.—Yours sincerely (Signed) J. M. BARRIE. 
WHILE RIVERS RUN. Ry MAURICE WALSH. 3s. 6d. net. 
Punch says: ‘‘ A story whose characters are gloriously alive.” 
KING OF THE HIGHLAND HEARTS. 
By WINIFRED DUKE. 3s. 6d. net. 
“As a study of Charles Edward it is admirable.’’—Times. 
SCOTLAND'S HEIR: Wae’s Me for Prince Charlie. 
By WINIFRED DUKE. 3s. 6d. net. 


“One of the finest historical novels in the language.”— 


Sir John Ross. 
THE BRIGHT EYES OF DANGER. 


By JOHN FOSTER. 3s. 6d. net. 
Deals with the entrancing pares of ‘* The Forty-Five.” 


W, & R. CHAMBERS, Ltd., London and Edinburgh 














NELSON’S LIST 


FLORENTINE FRESCOES. 








colour and in monochrome. Vellum cloth. £7 7s. net. (P.) 


4 magnificently produced volume which every serious student of Italian painting 
| will be anxious to possess.’—NATION AND ATHENUM. 


|THE TATE GALLERY. 


| By J. B. MANSON, Director of the Gallery. A beautifully 
illustrated and most attractive volume on this great collection. 
£2 2s. net. (P.) 


“A very admirable volume.”—BOOKMAN. 
painting.”—BURLINGTON MAGAZINE. 


_ BRITISH BIRDS. 


“An outline history of British 


ficent series of 200 plates in colour by the leading bird artists 
with descriptive text. 21s. net. (P.) 
“The most useful one-volume bird book we have ever met.”—SPECTATOR. 


LOOKING BACK : 
Sayings. By LORD ALNESS. 
Addresses. 10s. 6d. net. (P.) 


‘ All interested in modern Scotland will welcome this volume 
—TIMES LITERARY ' SUPPLEMENT. 


_ART AND ARTISTS. 


| By W. E. SPARKES. Illustrated in colour and in black- 
and-white. 10s. 6d. net. (P.) 


“A popular and unconventional history of draw ring and painting that is sure of 
a ready welcome among readers fond of pictures.’”,—SCOTSMAN. 


Fugitive Writings and 


A volume of Essays and 


| LANDS. 
Retold by EVELYN SMITH. Typical and interesting 
folklore. Illustrated by A. E. BESTALL. 10s. 6d. net. (P.) 


“A charming and distinctive interpretation of the fanciful altempts of primitive 
man to explain the phenomena of nature and his own destiny 
—BELF ‘AST NEWS-LETTER. 


_NEW PATHS'ON HELICON. 


An Estimate and Anthology of Modern Poetry. By SIR 
HENRY NEWBOLT. A popular reissue. 3s. 6d. net. 


FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 
|THE BIBLE PICTURE BOOK. 


~~ 100 Plates in colour by leading artists. 
told by MURIEL J. CHALMERS. An ideal gift book. 
Quarto (8 by 10} inches). 10s. 6d. net. (P.) 


“One of the most beautiful book productions of the season.’ 
OT IFE AND WORK. 


THE WORLD’S BEST STORIES FOR 
CHILDREN. | Selected by WINIFRED BIGGS. 


Delightfully illustrated by HONOR APPLETON. A charm- 
ing gift book for boys and for girls. Over 600 pages. 7s. 6d. 
net. (P.) 
“A fine introduction to literature for any child.” 

—LIVERPOOL EVENING EXPRESS 


THE RAILWAY BOOK FOR BOYS. 


By ELLISON HAWKS, Editor of the Meccano Magazine. 
Colour plates by LESLIE CARR and many text illustrations. 
(8x 10} in.) 7s. 6d. net. 

“A fascinating book.”—EDINBURGH EVENING NEWS. 


| BOOKS AND}THEIR HISTORY. 


| By R. N. D. WILSON. “Shown to the Children’’ Series. An 
interestingly told history of how books came to be what 
they are now, and how they are manufactured. Fully illus- 
| trated. 3s. 6d. net. 


“ Mr. Wilson opens up a fascinating — for the benefit of his young readers.” 
| TIMES LITERARY SUPPLEMENT. 





The stories simply 





(P.)\—Prospectuses are available post free from 
Parkside Works, EDINBURGH. 








THOMAS NELSON & SONS, LTD., 
LONDON & EDINBURGH. 








By TANCRED BORENIUS, Ph.D., D.Lit. With a magnifi- | 
cent series of reproductions of the Florentine frescoes in full | 


By F. B. KIRKMAN and F. C. R. JOURDAIN. A magni- 
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Miss Borden has unfortunately seen fit to employ to get 
her story told. It involves, among repeated affirmations of 
purpose, the introduction of a mysterious, telepathic Finn, 
an astonishing creation for so level-headed and accomplished 


a writer. The third, which alone makes the book well 
worth reading, embodies some shrewd and _ interesting 


observations on English society as seen by an American. 


* * * 


Mosaic. By G. B. STERN. (Chapman & Hall. 7s. 6d.) 


There is no reason why Miss Stern should not go on 
writing novels about the Rakonitz-Czelovar family for as 
long as her ingenuity and inventiveness hold out; but the 
dangers of so doing are only too apparent in ‘* Mosaic,” a 
great part of which reads like a parody of her earlier work 
on the same theme. Most of the present book is concerned 
with what is roughly the generation (1880-1919) between the 
contemporaries of the now famous matriarch and the 
moderns. The first part degenerates sadly into facile arch- 
ness. It describes, in an irritatingly allusive manner, the 
marriages of the antagonists, Elsa and Berthe. But the 
second part, which deals with the sisters Czelovar in Paris, 
picks up rather well, probably because the emphasis shifts 
from the romanticized peculiarities of the people to their 
emotions, 


NEW WAR BOOKS 


‘*Behind the Scenes in Manv Wars,” by Sir George 
McMunn (John Murray, 15s.), differs from the others on 
our list in being the work of a professional soldier who 
had distinguished service to his credit long before 1914. The 
Great War is seen by him, as by all professional soldiers 
who managed to survive it, in the light of an event which 
his past had prepared him to face. His life both before and 
after connects up with it, whereas it is precisely the fact of 
the war’s being an isolated experience, something alien both 
to their past and their future, which the temporary soldiers 
feel so acutely. General McMunn is a practised writer with 
fine powers of observation and a lively sense of humour, and 
in the story of his Service life, from subaltern to Quarter- 
Master-General in India, there is not a dull page. 


In ‘‘ Roads to Glory,’’ by Richard Aldington (Chatto & 
Windus, 7s. 6d.), we have a set of short stories, tragedies of 
dislocation and disillusionment, in the vein which readers 
of ‘‘The Death of a Hero”’ will be familiar with. Mr. 
Aldington is an eloquent witness, but there is a stiffness and 
lack of independent life about his characters which suggests 
that he would be more comfortable in another medium than 
fiction. ‘‘ The Advance from Mons,”’’ by Walter Bloem (Peter 
Davies, 7s. 6d.), is an excellent volume in the ‘ Soldiers’ 
Tales ’’ series. The author, a well-known German writer, 
who took part in the advance from Mons to the Marne as 
a Captain of the 12th Brandenburg Grenadiers, tells a plain 
tale without any working up of effects, but the marching and 
fighting of the First Army (Von Kluck’s) which was checked 
so dramatically by Smith-Dorrien at Le Cateau could hardly 
have been more vividly presented. This book has already 
been drawn upon for the British Official History of the War. 


Most war books seem to have been written by Infantry- 
men, but ‘*‘ The Gambardier,’’ by Mark Severn (Benn, 8s. 6d.), 
is from the point of view of an officer on the Staff of a C.R.A. 
and as a Battery Officer of the R.G.A. in France. The part 
which deals with the battle of the Somme is the most 
interesting. A useful list and short description of the various 
types of guns and howitzers used in France is included. 
‘As I saw It,’ by Alden Brooks (Knopf), also deals 
with the work of the Heavy Artillery, but here the unit is a 
French one. The author, an American, served with the 
French Heavy Artillery during the last year of the war, and 
gives a vivid impression of the fighting on the Marne when 
the German ‘‘ Push ” of 1918 was held up. One is struck by 
the large amount of moving about that was done in pro- 
portion to actual firing by the author’s unit, and also by 
the extent to which the French Commanding Officers seem 
to have depended on an inexperienced American subaltern 
for assistance and advice. 


‘Salute of Guns,’ by Donald Boyd (Cape, 10s. 6d.), 


claims to recount the experiences of a temporary lieutenant 
of Field Artillery in France. The author must have been 
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singularly unfortunate in the batteries he served with ; 
indeed, the officers he describes, from generals to subalterns, 
must appear as an unknown species to anyone who had 
ordinary experience with the B.E.F., nor is the sorry tale 
improved by its descriptions of lice, lechery, and latrines. 


+ . o 


The first few chapters of ‘‘ The Lonely Years,"’ by Alan 
Thomas (Benn, 7s. 6d.), treats of the last days of the war in 
France, when the British troops were pushing hard on the 
heels of the retreating Germans and every British officer was 
received in the villages which had been so long in the 
invader’s hands as a liberator and saviour. The remainder 
of the book describes with pathetic force the trials and dis- 
appointments of such an officer after demobilization when 
he tries to fit himself into civilian life and is unable to find 
anyone with any use for his services. 


. . . 


‘The Yarn of a Yeoman,” by S. F. Hatton (Hutchinson, 
10s. 6d.), deals with the work of the Middlesex Yeomanry ; 
it has some graphic descriptions of fighting, marching, and 
camping in Gallipoli, Salonica, and Palestine, but the 
author’s determination to be breezy and humorous at all 
costs and his resuscitation of chestnuts are rather trying. 
‘The Furnace,”’ by Franz Schauwecker (Methuen, 8s. 6d.), 
describes the experiences of a young German soldier on the 
Russian and French fronts. It would have been improved 
if it had been considerably condensed, but there are some 
graphic descriptions of the condition of the German Army 
and its disintegration before and after the Armistice. 
‘* Scarlet and Khaki,’’ by T. B. Marson (Cape, 10s. 6d.), deals 
with country life and sport at the end of the last century, 
the Boer War, Egypt, and Gallipoli with the County of 
London Yeomanry, and finally France with the R.F.C. It 
has some delightful stories, notably the one about General 
Trenchard and Maurice Baring. 


. . . 


‘* Thirty-Nine Months,”’ by Victor Kelly (Benn, 8s. 6d.), is 
an account of the experiences of a young officer on Brigade 
Staff of 110th Infantry Brigade in France from July, 1915, 
to the end of the war. Mr. Ernest Raymond’s ‘* The Jesting 
Army ’’ (Cassell, 7s. 6d.) makes dramatic reading; the 
characters are true to life, the Colonel, the Padre, and the 
siory-telling batman are particularly good, but almost 
every figure who comes on the scene can be greeted as an 
old friend, and the atmosphere of the Front is well con- 
veyed. ‘‘ Chin-wag "’ (Christophers, 10s. 6d.), is a collection 
of letters written by boys of an East End Club (the Eton 
Manor Clubs) while serving on various fronts. Not only 
those immediately concerned will find in Major Goold 
Walker’s ‘‘ Honourable Artillery Company in the Great 
War” (Seeley Service, 12s. 6d.) pages to hold attention ; 
from it, as from many records of the type, a good selection 
of vivid pictures of active service could be made. 


LIGHT READING 


As usual, there is no shortage of new books designed 
especially for holiday reading. The name of A. P. Herbert 
immediately catches the eye. His ‘‘ More Misleading 
Cases’? (Methuen, 5s.) is in his happiest vein ; writing the 
book must have been almost as much fun as is reading it. 
Mr. Herbert has that intimate knowledge of Bench and Bar 
without which effective satire is impossible :— 


‘* THE ATTORNEY GENERAL, in his speech for the Prosecu- 
tion, said: This case, Your Worship, though it comes up for 
decision in a Court of Summary Jurisdiction only, raises 
issues Of grave national importance. Otherwise, I need not 
say, I should not be appearing in person before a mere 
magistrate. 

‘““THE BENCM : Who are you? 

““Stk ANTONY DEWLAP: I am the Attorney General. 

‘“* THE BENCH: Ah, yes, we have heard of you. Proceed.” 


Mr. Herbert's frivolity and wit conceal, incidentally, 
some biting criticisms of the structure of our Society. At 
Westminster his talents would be largely wasted, but we 
should like, all the same, to see him there. 

Another commentator on our times, whose labours are 
informed by a continuing purpose, is the inimitable Low. 
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The National Debt 


By E. L. HARGREAVES, M.A., Ph.D., 15s. net. 


“A scholarly account of the British National Debt, which constitutes 
a valuable contribution to financial history.’’-—Economist. 


“This book should be in the hands of all who wish for a convenient and 


accurate compendium of the problems connected with the Debt.”’—Sir 
BERNARD MALLETT in The Financial News. 


Within Four Walls (of German Prisons) 


By Major M. C. C. HARRISON and Capt. H. A. 
CARTWRIGHT. Humorous Drawings by Captain 
CARTWRIGHT. 10/6 net. 


“Their tricks are described with so much gusto that the reader may 
overlook for laughing the courage and resilience underlying them.’’"—The Times. 


Recollections of a Prisoner of War 
By LORD PHILLIMORE, M.C. 10/6 net. 


“ Practically the whole of his recollections deal with a series of attempts 
to reach frontier points, and the preparations necessary for these ventures. 
His narrative is brisk and amusing, and deserves a high place among books 
of its class.”"—New Statesman. 


Gallipoli Diary, shortened 


By Gen. SIR IAN HAMILTON. 
with Maps and Illustrations. 7/6 net. 


“Recognised is the brilliant narrative power which makes of this record 
such dramatic reading.”—Sunday Times. 


E. M. Forster’s Novels, 5s. net each. 
A PASSAGE TO INDIA 


has been called “ the greatest novel of this century’’; and gives more insight 
into Anglo-Indian problems than a dozen Blue Books. 


HOWARDS END :: THE LONGEST JOURNEY 
WHERE ANGELS FEAR TO TREAD 
A ROOM WITH A VIEW 


In one Volume’ 





——41 & 43 Maddox Street, W.1—— 


| 
































Sidgwick & Jackson, Ltd. 





Early Travellers inthe Alps 


By G. R. de BEER, M.A., F.R.G.S. 
Lavishly illustrated from contemporary engravings. 


Demy 8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d. net. 


Plays of To-day: 


Third Volume 
Contains :— 
THe MAN wit A Loap oF Miscuter, by Ashley Dukes 
Tue Pleasure GARDEN, by Beatrice Mayor 
Art Mrs. Beam’s, by C. K. Munro 
A Hunprep Years O1p, by the Quinteros (trans. H. 

and H. Granville-Barker) 

and THe WHITEHEADED Boy, by Lennox Robinson. 


Cr. 8vo, cloth, 5s. net. 


PREFACES TO SHAKESPEARE 
By H. GRANVILLE-BARKER 

First Series: General Introduction — Love's 
Labour's Lost—Julius Casar—King Lear. 

SECOND SERIES: Romeo and Juliet-—The Merchant 
of Venice—Antony and Cleopatra—Cymbeline. 

Demy 8vo. Each Series, gs. net. 
The Times Literary Supplement says: “Should be a per- 
manent part of our Shakespeare literature.” 


44 MUSEUM STREET - LONDON - W.C.1 












































BLACKIE’S 
_ Christmas Gift Books 


A Notable E Biography. 
FIRE KINDLETH FIRE 
The Professional Autobiography of MARION CLEEVE, 
Ex-Headmistress of the Snellham Municipal Secondary 
School for Girls. Bound in cloth, 6s. net. 
“As readable as any novel to those who are in sympathy 
with its world.’’—The Times. 
ALPINE FLOWERS 
THE Most CoMMON ALPINE PLANTS OF SWITZERLAND, 
AUSTRIA, AND Bavaria. By DR. GUSTAV HEGI, 
lately Proféssor in the University of Munich. Authorized 
Translation by WINIFRED M. Deans, M.A., B.Sc. With 
30 coloured and 8 black-and-white plates. Bound in 
cloth boards. Size 8} in. x 54 in., 7s. 6d. net. 
THE SCOTS KITCHEN 
Its TRADITIONS AND LORE WITH OLD-TIME RECIPES. 
By F. MARIAN McNEILL. Strongly bound in buck- 
ram. 7s. 6d. net. 
“Miss McNeill has written a most alluring book, which will 
provide matter for many a literary dissertation.” 
—Morning Post. 
THE LARGE TYPE CONCISE ENGLISH DICTIONARY 
A re-set and amplified edition of THE Concise Dic- 
TIONARY, beautifully printed and beautifully clear. 
With many useful addenda. 908 three-column pages. 
Foolscap 4to, cloth boards, 7s. 6d. net; Roxburghe, 
12s. 6s. net ; half-morocco, 16s. net. 
LEGENDS OF THE FLOWERS 
By JANET HEPWORTH. With numerous woodcuts 
by W. H. R. Jounson. 3s. 6d. net. 
GOLDSEEKERS AND BUSHRANGERS IN NEW 
ZEALAND 
By JOHN RAWSON ELDER, M.A., D.Litt., Professor 
of History in the University of Otago, New Zealand ; 
Editor of ‘‘ Glimpses of Old New Zealand.’’ 3s. 6d. net. 
TRUE STORIES OF MODERN EXPLORERS 
By B. WEBSTER SMITH. Detailed and living de- 
scriptions of great feats of travel and exploration by 
one who has himself faced perils in the wild. 3s. 6d. net. 
THE MASTERY OF THE SEA 
By CoMMANDER CYRIL FIELD. The story of the 
growth of ships, mainly of fighting ships; of the work 
they do, and of the men who man them. 3s. 6d. net. 
SEVEN AGES OF INVENTION 
By CYRIL HALL. Tells in graphic manner the stories 
of Steam, Steel, Electricity, the Heat Engine, the Loom, 
Flight, and Wireless. 3s. 6d. net. 


STORY BOOKS FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
By PERCY F. WESTERMAN. 
CAPTAIN SANG: A Master Pirate of To-day. 6s. net. 
LESLIE DEXTER, CADET. 5s. net. 
A MYSTERY vad THE BROADS: A Tale of = a 
and Yachtin . net. 
THE DISPATCH "RIDERS. bs net. 
By BESSIE MARCHANT. 
LAUREL THE LEADER. A Story of ees * 








. net. 
By E. E. COWPER. 

ROSAMUND eae THE LEAD. 3s. 6d. net. 
By JOY FRANCIS. 

THE GIRLS OF THE ROSE DORMITORY. 3s. 6d. net. 





THE NEW POPULAR HENTY. 

A. Henty’s matchless stories. With coloured frontis- 
piece and other illustrations by prominent artists. 
Pictorial wrapper in colour. 64 volumes. 

3s. 6d. net. each. 





TOMMY WHITE-TAG THE FOX. A delightful story. 
With eight full-page illustrations in colour by FRANK 
ADAMS. 5s. net. 

THE BOOK OF THE FLOWER FAIRIES. Poems and 
Pictures by CicELy M. BARKER. With 72 charming 
illustrations of Flowers and their particular Fairies in 
colour. With delightful coloured wrapper. 5s. net. 

ar soo CHILDREN’S ANNUAL. ——. illus- 

net. 

BLACKIE'S BOY’S ANNUAL : School—Sport—Adventure— 
Hobbies. Liberally illustrated in colour and black and 
white. 5s. net. 

BLACKIE’S GIRL’S ANNUAL: School—Games—Adven- 
ture—Handicraft. Copiously illustrated. 5s. net. 

BLACKIE’S LITTLE ONE’S ANNUAL, Fully ag ages 

° . net. 


" Illustrated List of Books suitable for presentation post free on 
application 


BLACKIE & SON, Ltd. 
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“ The Best of Low ” (Cape, 6s.) is a marvellous six-shillings- 
worth The political history of the last three years as 
depicted by our most skilled, and perhaps our most intelli- 
gent, cartoonist, here passes in retrospect before our eyes. 
Once again the Jix family goes into committee, and Jim 
Thomas hangs his dress shirt out to dry. These two figures 
—and that of the artist himself—are perhaps Low’s 
happiest creations ; but it is arguable that Low’s name will 
be remembered when those of Jix and Jim Thomas are 
forgotten. 

Talking of history, ‘‘ 1066 And All That’? (Methuen, 5s.) 
is really funny. The authors, W. C. Sellar and R. J. 
Yeatman, have hit on something that is quite new, yet one 
wonders that it has never been done before. Most of us 
remember our history sufficiently well to recognize how 
comic is the distortion of it here presented ; in academies 
and places where they examine, the perusal of it should be 
compulsory. 

Hugh Chesierman has also turned to history for inspira- 
tion in his ** Kings—And Other Things’’ (Methuen, 
Mr. Chesterman can simulate a childlike innocence that 
appeals naturally to children, and in so doing can present 
what is already familiar in a new and attractive light:— 


5s.). 


‘When Mr. Caxion came to town 
And brought his Printing Press, 
He opened shop and settled down 
To make it a success 
All day his workroom door stood wide, 
In summer and in winter, 
And painted on the outer side 
Was : MR. CAXTON, PRINTER.” 


The book is fully and amusingly illustrated. 

Two other very charming books for children are ‘‘ Mrs. 
Dose, The Doctor’s Wife *’ (Bodley Head, 5s.) and ‘‘ The 
White Man’s Garden *’ (Elkin Mathews, 6s.). Joyce Dennis, 
who writes and illustrates the former, has the knack 
common to the spiritual heirs of Lewis Carroll, of making 
the fantastic seem credible and indeed inevitable. The 
latter, by Mervyn Skipper, also illustrated by the author, is 
somewhat in the vein of the ‘‘ Jungle Book.’’ The pictures, 
in particular, will make a wide appeal. 

Yet another author-illustrator is G. K. Chesterton, whose 
‘‘Greybeards at Play’ (first published, we are told, some 
thirty years ago) is now re-published by Sheed & Ward at 
3s. 6d. The humour and gusto of the Chesterton we know are 
fully in evidence here :— 

‘ Toiling, rejoicing, sorrowing, 
So I my life conduct. 
Each morning see some task begun, 
Each evening see it chucked.” 
The illustrations suggest that Mr. Chesterton, had he cared, 
might have won a lasting name in that field. 

The versatile Harry Graham offers two Selections. 
‘*More Ruthless Rhymes for Heartless Homes"? (Edward 
Arnold, 3s. 6d.) is a successor to his earlier volume, which 
has long ranked as a classic :— 


‘Weep not for little Léonie, 

Abducted by a French Marquis! 

Though loss of honour was a wrench, 

Just think how its improved her French!” 


With only one constructional idea to manipulate, Mr. 
Graham shows amazing resource ; the drawback to the book 
is that it can be read in five minutes. The same author’s 
‘*Adam’s Apples*’ (Methuen, 5s.) is clever, if lacking at 
times in spontaneity. The illustrator, John Reynolds (who, 
by the way, illustrates ‘‘ 1066 And All That ’’), makes the 
most of his opportunities. 

Archibald Marshall’s ‘‘ Simple Stories from Punch” 
(Dent, 6s.) have already reached a wide public. They are 
written in the manner of ‘‘ The Young Visiters*’ and are 
worth re-reading. Mr. Morrow is exactly the man to 
illustrate them. ‘‘ Things That Annoy Me,” by E. V. 
Knox (Methuen, 5s.), will also be familiar to readers of 
PuncH. Mr. Knox has done better than this; but the 
standard that he sets himself is a high one. ‘‘ Meet These 
People’ (Jenkins, 3s. 6d.) is a new edition of an old 
favourite. Mr. Arkell is a he-man with a healthy contempt 
for ideas. 
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THE JOKER IN THE PACK 
Collected Poems. By KATHERINE TYNAN. (Macmillan. 10s. 6d.) 
Selected Poems, By MAURICE BARING. (Heinemann. 7s. 6d. 


Poems. A Joking Word. By LAURA RIDING. (Cape. 6s.) 
Palimpsest. By HORACE SHIpP. (Sampson Low, Marston. 5s.) 
Red Clover. By M. M. Jonnson. (Chapman & Hall. 5s.) 

A Hundred Lyrics. By EDEN PHILLPOTTS. (Benn. 6s.) 


Collected Poems. By ALFRED GORDON BENNETT. (Duckworth. 
8s. 6d.) 
The Bright World. By CHARLES NORMAN. (Dent. 4s. 6d.) 


Blackwell. 6s.) 
Duckworth. 


Early Poems, By HUMBERT WOLFE. 


Poems New and Old. By R. H. MOTTRAM. 7s. 6d.) 


KATHERINE TYNAN’s poetry is an uncommon admixture of 
homeliness, humour, and mysticism. The most valuable 
ingredient is humour—not wit nor comedy, but the per- 
vasive humour of nature—for humour lifts homeliness above 
mere sentiment and mysticism above symbolatry. Her 
homeliness igs human, her mysticism Catholic, and 
humour Irish. The ‘t Collected Poems” are distinguished 
by an even level of attainment, an unhesitating power of 
communication, and an able certainty of craftsmanship. 
There is not the delight of a surprised perfection nor yet 
the disappointment of a spoiled intention. For description 
she uses the simplest and nearest words ; there is no phrase- 
making, but there is a directness and consequently a lyric 
quality which is the first achievement of her poetry. ‘‘A.E.,” 
who has written an introduction, indicates Katherine 
Tynan’s place among the poets of the Celtic Renaissance. 

Mr. Maurice Baring has made his own selection from 
among his poems, and those he has chosen illustrate his 
capacity for poetic communication. His expression is suc- 
cessful in inverse proportion to the amount of stimulus it 
receives from the emotions, and the ‘* Elegy on the Death of 
Juliet’s Owl’ is a better poem than that on the death of 
Cecil Spencer. It is not thus, however, with the teazing 
genius of Laura Riding. Her poems, ‘‘ A Joking Word,” 
are occasioned by an emotion which is like a desert wind 
over her words, leaving dry bones which if the reader is 
willing miraculously come to life. Although her poetry is 
impersonal—universal—it requires an initial bias in the 
reader which is personal. In her preface, which is at once 
intimate and at arm’s length, she writes: ‘‘ Understanding 
poems is more important than reading poems. By reading 
poems you can perhaps become a friend, but by under- 
standing poems you are a friend.’’ This insistence on 
understanding is right. To understand is to appreciate, but 
without being fully understood in an appreciating sense 
these poems can give no satisfaction whatever. Every 
reader, however, will find in ‘‘ A Joking Word ”’ at least one 
poem which is for him a final and satisfying expression of 
something hitherto inexplicable, and this when it comes to 
be examined is a very great deal indeed. Some illustra- 
tion of Miss Riding’s poetic method may be found in a 
passage out of a previous book of essays: ‘‘ The purpose of 
poetry is to destroy all that prose formally represents. It is 
an exclusive medium, and its merit depends on the economy 
with which it can remove the social rhythmic clutter of 
communicative language. ... Poetry is narrow (like the 
poem on the page), broken, quick ; prose is broad, rhythmic, 
slow. Poetry is personal, proSaic. Prose is social, dressed 
out in verbal amenities, poetic.” 

Horace Shipp’s poems in ‘‘ Palimpsest’’ are impres- 
sionist, but although never content only with his consider- 
able powers of description, Mr. Shipp has a constant 
individual attitude, and there is nothing wayward about his 
poetry. His verbal music is careful, successful, and never 
accidental. Waywardness, on the other hand, is one of 
the attributes of M. M. Johnson’s poems, ‘‘ Red Clover.” 
They are best when they have no aim ulterior to being 
lyrical. For contented and therefore successful lyrical 
poetry we have Eden Phillpotts’s ‘‘A Hundred Lyrics.” 
The lyrical quality is not allowed to impair the accurate 
description, nor does a moral impinge upon the song. As 
in all pure lyrics the subject is immaterial, but there can 
be a poetry, something similar, which is subject-poetry in 
lyric form. The subjects found in the ‘t Collected Poems ”’ 
of Alfred Gordon Bennett are for the most part love (you- 
poems) and immortality (I-poems). In “The Bright 
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World’ there is much fresh genuine writing, but Mr. 
Charles Norman must beware of using his poetic idiom a 
little too easily, for that way fake poetry lies. 

Mr. Humbert Wolfe and Mr. R. H. Mottram have both 
by request given us volumes of the poems of their youth. 
Both scout criticism, the one by saying that ‘‘ any young 
man in 1910 could have written ‘London Sonnets * ’’—we 
can take him at his word—and the other by saying he has 
no illusions about his work. But every poet if he is going 
to do any good at all certainly ought to have illusions about 
his work, and Mr. Mottram need not so modestly part with 
all of his. 

JAMES THORNTON. 


TWO BOOKS ON 


Masterpieces of Russian Painting, 


3 guineas.) 
The Painter of Victorian Life: 
) 


2 guineas. 


PAINTING 


Europa Publications, Ltd. 


Constantin Guys. ‘Studio. 


THE exhibition of Russian Icons held last year at the Victoria 
and Albert Museum was a revelation to most people in 
England of the unsuspected artistic importance of much 
of Russian painting. Examples in this country were for 
the most part mediocre, often badly restored, and generally 
products of a period later than the best, which may be 
placed in the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth centuries. 
This volume, admirably produced, containing twenty colour 
plates and forty-three monochrome reproductions of icons 
and frescoes from the eleventh to the eighteenth century, 
is a record of that exhibition, supplemented by a consider- 
able number of reproductions of important works of the 
earlier periods which were not in the exhibition. Edited 
by Mr. Michael Farbman, it contains chapters by Sir Martin 
Conway on the ‘‘ History of Russian Icon Painting,’’ by 
Mr. Roger Fry on “ Russian Icon Painting from the West 
European Point of View,’’ by Professor Anisimov on its 
‘* Bloom, Over-Refinement, and Decay,’’ and by Professor 
Igor Grabar on “ Scientific Restoration of Historic Works of 
Art’’; also a full description of the plates, with notes on 
iconography and style, a list of places in Russia where the 
chief examples are to be seen, and a bibliography. It affords 
a singularly valuable means of studying a branch of art 
which is difficult of access, an art which, as Mr. Fry points 
out, ‘‘ in its main characters is singularly free from all the 
mechanism of representation, purified like music of all but 
its direct appeals to the spirit,” an art which kept generally, 
during a long period, to the principles of Byzantine art out 
of which it arose, but yet developed its own characteristic 
variations both of style and of feeling. 

Constantin Guys died in 1892, having remained almost 
entirely unknown during his lifetime. Anonymity was with 
him a passion, and it is related of him that once, when 
Thackeray had made some allusion to him in a London 
paper, Guys was so furious that he broke off all relations 
with his former friend. Baudelaire’s ‘‘ Peintre de la Vie 
Moderne,” published in 1863—since even in this Guys would 
only allow himself to be mentioned as ‘‘ M. G.’’—did less 
than might have been expected to obtain him the recognition 
which he deserved, so that his fame was mainly posthumous. 
‘It was an excellent idea to publish an English translation 
of Baudelaire’s essay, illustrated by a large number of 
Guys’ drawings, and made by “* The Studio” into an exceed- 
ingly charming volume. Mr. P. G. Konody, who made the 
translation, contributes also a short introductory essay on 
Guys’ life and work. 

Constantin Guys was for many years special artist on 
the staff of the ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEws. He travelled 
widely, and from the Crimea, from Turkey, from Spain, 
would send bundles of drawings which were then engraved 
and published in London, sadly transmuted from the liveli- 
ness and elegance.of line, the sensitive balance of forms and 
masses, of the original. A few examples of these are illus- 
trated in the book, the original and the engraving side by 
side, but the majority of the originals have disappeared. 
He was an artist entirely self-trained, and perhaps for this 
reason his work was curiously uneven; nor does he ever 
seem, oddly enough, to have acquired a sense of the relative 
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sizes of objects or a mastery of the rules of perspective. In 
many of his drawings colossal ladies are seen stepping into 
carriages drawn by horses no larger than dogs, or the nearer 
figures are smaller than those in the background, Fascinated 
by almost every aspect of contemporary life, particularly the 
parade of fashion and luxtiry, the pomp of military life, and 
the elegance of women, he used his remarkable gifts of line 
and composition to put his observations upon paper. ‘ He 
searches,’’ says Baudelaire, ‘‘ for a certain something which, 
if I may, I shall call modernity. For him it is a matter of 
extricating whatever poetry may be contained in the his- 
torical aspect of fashion, of extracting the eternal from the 
transitory.” 
ANGUS DAVIDSON. 


A CLOSE-UP OF HOLLYWOOD 


Star-dust in Hollywood. 
12s. 6d. 


By JAN and CORA GORDON. (Harrap. 


WHOEVER wishes to survey Hollywood from the comfort of 
his own fireside can choose no more delightful guidance 
than that of the Gordons; shrewd and penetrating, and 
expert in observation and selection, they are admirably 
equipped to describe and expound. And what a theme for 
their accomplished pens is this Hollywood, amazing, 
grotesque, and terrible! Here success comes overnight, 
and is fabulously rewarded ; eminence is poised precari- 
ously, and topples at a breath of suspicion; beauty is at 
a discount ; and brains are hired at enormous rates and 
then disregarded. 

The reader is introduced to the firmament of Holly- 
wood, wiitily classified as ‘‘ stars,’ ‘‘ planets,” and ‘ the 
Milky Way ’’—the galaxy of twenty thousand ‘ extras” 


who optimistically wait for work and fame, equally felici- 
tously designated as ‘‘ the Band of Hope’’; as well as to 
directors, writers, artists, cameramen, electricians, and, in 
fact, to the whole community responsible for the production 
Douglas Fairbanks, Mary Pickford, Tom Mix, 


of films. 
Buster Keaton, D. W. Griffiths, Von Stroheim, and other 
owners of famous names appear in these pages. We are 
shown how they live, how they disport themselves, and how 
they work. 

The uninitiated can read no more illuminating account 
of the various elements which contribute to the making of 
a film than is contained in this book, for the authors, who 
had free access to the studios, viewed their activities with 
the eyes of laymen. Swift to apprehend, detached, un- 
obsessed with personal predilections or theories or technical 
minutiz, they were able to seize on what is significant, and 
they have presented it in their own inimitable manner. 
The pundits, too, may learn something from this book ; as, 
for example, from the brilliant designs for sets by William 
Cameron Menzies which are reproduced. 

The picture of Hollywood and Los Angeles which the 
authors set before us may be taken as in the main typical 
of America as a whole ; devastating and incredible, it cor- 
roborates what other observers have written: the domina- 


‘tion of the dollar, the regimentation. of behaviour and 


opinion, the riotous and vulgar squandering of riches, the 
hypocrisy of superficial culture, the crude showmanship of 
the revivalists, and so on. Of these matters the Gordons 
write, with a wealth of illustrative anecdote and with a full 
appreciation of their humorous aspect. They tell of a man 
who narrowly escaped arrest for suspiciously walking in- 
stead of motoring home at night; of ‘‘ an English professor 
who earned over £1,000 a year in New York by telling 
ladies about the contents of books they ought to have read but 
had no time to read’; of a bathroom in Hollywood which 
had gold fittings and a musical-box attachment which 
played the ‘‘ Wedding March” from ‘ Lohengrin * when 
the plug was pulled ; and of its owner, who a few months 
later ‘‘ was hunting Hollywood for the loan of a £20 note.” 

One need not be a filmgoer or a sociologist to enjoy this 
entertaining book. It can be recommended confidently, even 
to those who never stray from the primrose path of. novel 
reading. The man or woman who does not revel in it “ is 
fit for treasons, stratagems, and spoils.” 


MaRK SEGAL. 
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